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A Community Pool That IsnÕt
Bill Crook, Traffic Chair
The following is the view of the author and does not necessarily represent the opinions of the board

Like many residents, I gave up on a community pool some time ago.  This project has been an 8
year effort and is just now in the conceptual design phase.   The exceptionally long time line has not
instilled a lot of confidence for a community pool coming to Los Altos.

Decisions, some made as long as 5 years ago and by different councils, have changed the direction
of this project to one that is more limited in scope than first envisioned.

• May 2001, Council (Becker, Casto, LaPoll, Lear, Moss) approved conceptual plans for a
three-pool swimming complex that includes a 25-meter-by-25-yard competition-sized pool, a
recreational pool, a wading pool and a locker room spread out over a 32,000-square-foot area
adjacent to the former St. William's Parish Hall on Rosita Avenue.
• December 2004, Council (Casas, Cole, Lear, Moss, Packard) certified the final EIR for the
Rosita site supporting two pools and a wading pool, effectively locking the city into this site.
• April 2006, Council (Carpenter, Casas, Cole, Colehower, Packard) approved one 25 yard
by 25 meter competition pool, including a water feature / wading pool for the Rosita site Ð a de-
commitment of the May 2001 Council decision.

This past October, I started attending the 7:00 am bi-monthly community pool task force meetings.
The task force recommended to Council December 12 an expanded water feature / wading pool that
flowed into a 25 yard by 5 yard by 3_ foot deep pool Ð a design more accommodating to youth
recreation and senior use.  Council (Becker, Carpenter, Casas, Cole, Packard) rejected the
recommended alternative (by a 5 Ð 0 vote) as being inconsistent with CouncilÕs April decision
(though it was more consistent with CouncilÕs May 2001 decision).

The root problem with this pool project is threefold:

• The location of the pool is at the end of residential street, increasing the traffic impact to
the surrounding neighborhood beyond the current school and sports field impacts.
• Council has asked SPLASH raise the money to build the facility.  SPLASH must satisfy its
membersÕ priorities Ð a competition pool with a dual purpose for lap swimming and instruction.
• Council has stipulated that the operation of the pool be 100% cost recovery.  Recreation
swim generates little income.

The current ÒcompetitionÓ pool design has drawbacks for the recreational swimmer that includes:

• Water depth that starts at 3_ feet and reaches 4_ feet within 7 linear feet (under
consideration is increasing the shallow end by another 7 foot lane width).  There is no in-
between from the 18 inch toddler water feature to the 25 yard by 25 meter competition pool.
• Water temperatures more suited for lap swimming than recreational use and senior needs.
• Limited Òfree swimÓ times (meaning youth wonÕt be hanging out at the pool during the day.)



Community Pool, ConÕt .
The potential uses for this pool include water polo matches, Red Cross classes, and kayak
instruction, perhaps even scuba diving instruction.  Community recreational uses are clearly a lower
priority to cost recovery activities.  The result is a facility that can pay for itself, not a community
pool that serves families, our youth and our seniors.

In attendance at the December 12 Council meeting was a group of high school students.  After
hearing the pool presentations and testimony, one student got up and addressed council.  In essence,
her comment: Òthis is not the type of facility (a competition pool with a water feature for toddlers)
that would entice her or her friends to hang out at.Ó  Her comments had no affect on getting Council
to stand back and reevaluate what impact their decisions have had on this pool project.

With respect to the planned pool location, one might ask if it is too late to move to another location.
The answer is probably yes, though I suspect the City would be able to fund a recreational pool
with what they will end up spending on infrastructure improvements at the Rosita site.

I have no qualms with SPLASH.  The SPLASH leadership has gone to great lengths to make this
project work under the constraints imposed by various Council decisions.  One Councilmember in
May 2001 expressed the dream of kids being able to go over on a summer weekday or warm
Saturday afternoon and swim for the day Ð certainly not a focus of our current Council.
Unfortunately for the community, the current pool design will be focused on the needs of the hard
core swimmers.  Parents who shared the Òswim for the dayÓ dream will be forced to pay for a
private swim club in order to achieve the dream.  The Los Altos community pool isnÕt that!

What's New in Los Altos
A short series of reviews on what's new and of note in Los Altos
Randall Hull, LANN Downtown/Commercial Chair

The reports are true; an elephant has landed on El Camino! December 2nd celebrated the official
opening of the Elephant Pharmacy  at 4470 El Camino Real, the old El Torito locale. You can't miss
the modern building with its brick red facade and mustard accents. This "pachydermery" is two
pharmacies in one offering alternative health and beauty goods as well as traditional pharmacy
products. Friendly wellness experts are readily accessible to answer your questions. Within its 14,000
square feet you will find body care with a free, natural mini-facial or chair massage, classes in raising
a healthy baby or self-acupressure techniques, natural groceries, fresh flowers, Fair Trade Certified
goods, basics and treats for babies and pets, books and media on everything from green living to
sustainable health, yoga gear and tai chi kits, consultation room, and a scrap booking and digital
photo area with Elephant 1-hour photo lab to print images you can upload via the Internet. You could
spend the whole day here and walk out refreshed and feeling younger. Founded in Berkeley in 2002
Elephant Pharmacy Inc. offers a new concept in pharmacies Ð a wellness store with integrated
customer education. It is to drug stores what Whole Foods is to grocery stores. Los Altos is their third
Bay Area location, with the second in San Rafael. A fourth is planned for Walnut Creek this spring.
Elephant Pharm is open every day. If you are 65 or older, you can save 10% on Senior Wednesdays.

Craving a calzone or some capellini? Head downtown to Pompeii Ristorante , in the former Viva
Italiano venue, 100 State Street at the terminus of Fourth. New management presents a menu of
traditional Italian food and pizzas.  There are calzones, of course, and a nice selection of pastas,
including capellini, ravioli, and tortellini, as well as meat and fish entrees.  A variety of wines and
beers complement your selections. Mangiamo!



WhatÕs New, ConÕt.
Stroll West by Southwest to 170 State Street where Design and Interiors  is celebrating 25 years of
purveying fine home furniture and a full-range of interior design services to Los Altans. Design and
Interiors was founded in 1981 in Mountain View and moved to Los Altos in 1983. They have grown
to three locations. Congratulations Marcy Pucchetti and Amy Rondazzo. May the dust never settle on
your davenport.

Moroccan/Mediterranean cuisine makes its downtown debut with Zitune  opening at 325 Main Street
in the old Ragusa site (that's Mac's Tea Room for you old timers).  As you walk through the door
fragrances of rich regional spices Ð Cumin, Cinnamon and Argan oil, from a native Moroccan tree Ð
accent the warm decor of evening desert colors. Zitune is Arabic for olive and the theme is the five-
year dream of Executive Chef Chafik Larobi, who was born a few miles from Casablanca. Chafik
trained and worked in Paris, Boston, and San Francisco, with Celebrity Chef Todd English and most
recently the great Gary Danko. With wife and business partner Kim Auerbach, the two have created
an atmosphere of hospitality and service in the grand Moroccan style. This is no mere kabob joint
with a glittery belly dancer as entertainment. Here the cuisine takes center stage with dishes that are
an exotic melting pot of Mediterranean flavors. A perfect starter is Ras el Hanout Foie Gras with
medjool dates, Meyer lemon chutney and port wine followed by Roasted Butternut Squash soup
embellished by apple compote and nutty argan oil. Then select either Star Anis Sea Scallops with
Jerusalem artichoke puree or M'rouzia Tagine, lamb shank spiced with ras el hanout, prunes, raisins,
almonds and couscous, served in the traditional cone-topped earthenware tagine. Finish your dining
experience with Moroccan mint tea poured in a long stream from pot to glass. The wine list presents
offerings from France, Spain and Portugal, as well as local appellations, available by the glass. Or
enjoy Moroccan drinks of lavender, pomegranate and tangerine. There is an ample bar, embellished
with rich tones and crowned with Brazilian "Red Montana" stone,
making any libation more elegant by its presence. Zitune is open for dinner Tuesday through
Saturday. Reservations can be made through OpenTable.com and walk-ins are welcome.

Alas, we bid adieu to The Runner's High  at 249 First Street.  After eight years in Los Altos, The
Runner's High is consolidating into their Menlo Park location. We wish the best to owners Adam and
Micheline Kemist. Thanks for all the great advice and support. We'll miss you downtown.
The New Year will bring new things, so keep an eye on this column.  A tip of the toddy to 2007!

Capital Improvement Project Prioritization
Bill Crook, LANN Traffic Chair

When I was first asked to write this article on Capital Improvement Project (CIP) prioritization, I was
reluctant. There was the difficulty in articulating the results of CouncilÕs five working sessions (held:
6/20, 9/05, 9/19, 10/17, and 11/13).  The City has approximately 200 CIPs on its books, and many of
these projects have been around for years.

The purpose of the working sessions was to sift through and prioritize all 200+ projects to ensure that
the city staff was working on the projects that were most important to the Council.  By the end of the
October session, Council had assigned a priority to each of the projects.    The list from the October
session contained 15 Òpriority 5Ó projects (15 being the approximate number of capital projects the
current level of staffing can manage in a year and 5 being the highest rated priority). The  Council
also identified a second set of 15 projects (labeled priority 4.5 as in Òalmost a priority 5Ó) in the
hopes that during priority 5 project lag time, staff would work on a 4.5 project.  The remaining 170
projects were priority 4, 3, 2 and 1.  The lower priority projects will eventually be purged from the
current list of CIP projects.  Many priority 4 projects may never see funding, and support for the
priority 1 through 3 projects is essentially non existent.



Capital Improvement, ConÕt .
The final working session on November 13 was to review City staffÕs list of ÒessentialÓ projects,
projects currently Òunderway and/or nearly completedÓ and annual maintenance projects.  Examples
of these projects include computer system upgrades, emergency communication upgrades, city hall
renovations, Hillview emergency repairs and annual street resurfacing projects.  The task was to fold
staffÕs prioritized list into CouncilÕs newly prioritized list.  As a result of the November session there
was more shuffling of priorities. But more importantly, this session seemed to confirm to Council
that staff was working on the correct set of projects all along.

This is the first time I can recall that Council has attempted to prioritize all CIPs. The question is,
where does this investment of time and effort lead us?  Hopefully, the prioritization effort just
completed should help drive next springÕs Service and Financial Plan for 2007 Ð 2009. That said, this
writer sees little tweaking of CIP priorities between now and the July 1 new budget year. Council did
adopt a policy to consider new CIPs on an annual basis (as part of the budget cycle).   The
modernization of several city facilities like Hillview Community Center still needs addressing (future
Council working sessions).

To see CouncilÕs highest priority 26 projects, go to the CityÕs web page; select Council Agendas/
Minutes; select 2006 Minutes City Council 2006-11-13 (http://www.ci.losaltos.ca.us/uploads/
4660/11-13-06sm.pdf).  A listing of all 200 CIPs with CouncilÕs 1 through 5 priority ranking should
be available from city hall.  You may request my unofficial ranking of traffic calming / pedestrian /
bicycle / school / ADA projects (in Excel format) by contacting lannline@aol.com.

The ÒSquirrelyÓ Problem in Los Altos
Leslie Lodestro, LANN Membership Chair
The following is the view of the author and does not necessarily represent the opinions of the board

Since the unfortunate squirrel incident in Cuesta Park this fall, I feel I can finally go public with my
views on squirrels. I really donÕt like them.

We have squirrels in our yard and sometimes it feels like there are hundreds of them.  They are
bold.  They gallop across our roof in the morning, roll oranges with their noses across our driveway
by day and scatter their half eaten spoils around our yard weekly.  They eat the faces out of our
pumpkins and hang upside down from the bird feeder which hangs at eye level just outside my
kitchen window. They chatter, they scurry, they puff and they fluff in front of my entire family.
They stupidly sit on their haunches and taunt our new Rat Terrier puppy Dingo, who will, I
guarantee get one soon.  Practice, practice, practice.

We have tried everything to discourage the squirrels from our garden. We built a fancy scarecrow.
It worked for about a week and then they used his head as a launch point to get the choicest
vegetables. We sprayed costly squirrel repellent around the perimeter of our patch.  That too only
worked for a short time. We heard human hair would dissuade them. I cut all my boyÕs hair and
strewed their clippings about the garden with no resultsÉ. except three really bad haircuts.  We
tried tin foil strips and inflatable owls.  Nothing has worked.

I believe that the squirrels in our yard have organized. I think they have meetings and chatter about
the latest, idiotic tactics we have tried.  They know my husbandÕs car.  As soon as it leaves the
driveway in the morning it looks like Squirrel du Solei in our garden. They have declared eminent
domain on our property and finally they have committed the ultimate sin.  They stripped my
husbandÕs fig tree.  Nothing comes between an Italian and his figs!



Squirrley, ConÕt.
We planted a peach tree several years ago.  I have yet to eat a peach off of that tree.  We have tried
draping netting over it which only results in the squirrels getting caught inside the netting while
they gorge themselves.  If they would finish what they take it might not be so egregious.  But they
donÕt.  Vine ripe tomatoes with two bites are left to rot on the garden ground.

My Uncle in Missouri used to have squirrel wars too.  He used to trap them.  When
I was a kid, we would check the traps together.  I would ask him what he was going
to do with the squirrels and he said with his good-old-boy Missouri drawl ÒIÕm
gonna take Ôem down to the pond and give Ôem swimminÕ lessons Leslie.Ó

Our neighbor, when he was alive, used to protect his fruit trees by shooting the squirrels.  I cannot
blame him.  The problem was that the squirrels would fall into neighborÕs yards to die.  Our mutual
backyard neighbor finally complained.  He was tired of his toddlers playing with squirrel carcasses.
The other problem with shooting them is that he did not always get a clean shot. Neighborhood
ambiance was a little off as the population of walking wounded squirrels grew.  They limped and
hobbled up and down the street.  Another neighbor fed (and still feeds) the squirrels.  During the
hunting era he would report to me that the poor little things had bad legs.  I just kept my mouth
shut.

I think the best defense is a good offense and the only offense I can think of, that is legal, is to work
harder in our garden to produce bumper crops so that there is enough for everyone, including the
squirrels.

New Applications for Housing
Kathy Putman, LANN President

1.  06-SC-39 -- C. and A. Lohman -- 1746 Selig Lane.  Consideration of design review to construct a
396 square-foot addition into an existing two-story house.  The project includes a 354 square-foot
addition to the first story and a 42 square-foot addition to the second story.  Project Planner: Lacey
2.  06-SC-43 -- Chapman Design Associates -- 1030 Autumn Lane.  Consideration of design review
for an accessory structure to exceed 12 feet in height within the main building envelope. Project
planner: Kornfield
3.  06-SC-38 -- M. Vierhus -- 742 Parma Way.  Consideration of design review to demolish an
existing 2,403 square-foot home and construct a new 3530 square-foot two-story house.  The project
includes a 2,367 square foot first story and a 1,164 square foot second story. Project Planner: Lacey
4.  06-SC-40 -- Heritage Architecture -- 289 N. Avalon Drive.  Consideration of design review to
construct a 1,538 square-foot addition to an existing single-story house.  The project includes a 674
square-foot addition to the first story and a new 864 square foot second story. Project Planner: Lacey
5.  06-SC-41 -- Stotler Design group -- 186 Yerba Buena Ave. Consideration of design review for a
new two-story home.   Project Planner: Lacey
6.  06-SC-42 -- D. Harris -- 10855 Beechwood Lane.  Consideration of design review for a second
story living unit. Project Planner: Lacey
7.  06-SC-44 -- T. and L. Longbottom --968 Campbell Avenue.  Consideration of design review for
a new two story home.  Project Planner: Kornfield
8.  06-D-13, 06-UP-05 and 06-SD-03 -- DeAnza Propereties -- 950 N. San Antonio Road.
Consideration of design review, use permit and tentative map applications for a commercial and
residential mixed use project.  Project Planner: Walgren
9.  06-SC-45 -- S. Field -- 227 Angela Drive.  Consideration of design review for a new one-story home.
10.  06-DL-02 -- J. Sagorac, Jr. -- 780 Dixon Way.  Consideration of a tentative map application for
a two-lot division of land.  Project Planner: Kornfield.



Two for Lou...
Kathy Putman, President

Most of you probably know that Lou Becker is a recipient of this yearÕs Community Volunteer
Service Award. Sponsored jointly by Los Altos and Los Altos Hills, the award is given annually to
several individuals whose volunteer efforts have significantly benefited the communities and/or
residents of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills. Lou was nominated for this award by LANN and was
the unanimous choice of our Board.

LouÕs volunteer activities include: 10 years of service on the CitizenÕs Advisory Committee for
Finance which oversees how funds from the parcel tax are spent; four years on the Executive
Committee of KLASS where he worked to raise funds in support of Measure H; helping to plan and
execute treasured community events -- from the Glorious Fourth Celebration, to a September 11th
Memorial, to serving on a planning committee responsible for a VeteranÕs Day celebration for those
who fought in Vietnam.  Lou also helped create the Los Altos

Neighborhood Network. As a founder of LANN, he continues to serve as a trusted advisor to our
Board.

So, whatÕs with the title..."Two for Lou?Ó He has recently been appointed to fill the empty Council
seat vacated by Kurt Colehower. And, with his indomitable sense of fairness, has said he will not
seek another term, thereby guaranteeing that there will be an open seat for Council in 2009.

As LANN members we can all take pride in the fact that Lou has been twice honored. Over the
years he has served our town with dedication, without self-interest. He encourages, mentors and
advises others into becoming significant contributors to our community and demonstrates the kind
of high standards of volunteerism that Los Altos in known for. To Lou we extend our heartfelt
thanks, and congratulations.




